711 Long Pt. Rd, Grasonville, MD 21638
27 June 2005

Commander, Headquarters, Department of the Army

VIA: The Honorable Wayne T. Gilchrest, Member of Congress
ATTN: AHRC-PDO-PA, Mr. Ross Sparacino

200 Stovall St, Alexandria, VA 22332-0471

SUBJECT: Review and Action on Recommendation for Award of the Valorous Unit Award
to 14th Aviation Battalion and Assigned and Attached Units, Original Dated 6 May 1971

Sir;

I am a retired Army Warrant Officer aviator who served with the 71st Aviation Company
(Assault Helicopter) (AHC), 14th Aviation Battalion, 16th Aviation Group, 23rd Infantry
Division from May 1970 to May 1971. While conducting research at the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA), I discovered an unsigned recommendation for a Valorous Unit
Award (VUA) for the 14th Aviation Battalion‘s participation in Operation LAM SON 719.

Given that no record of a VUA for that event was found in DA Pam 672-3, 1 contacted
retired Colonel Benjamin S. Silver, who commanded 16th Aviation Group from 8 June 1970 to
20 May 1971. He has provided a notarized statement indicating that, per command guidance, a
senior staff member involved in LAM SON 719 was submitting a recommendation for the 14th
Aviation Battalion, so his original recommendation did not go forward. With one exception, all
Army unit citations given for LAM SON 719 used the same citation period, 8 February - 24
March 1971, indicative of a single source for the recommendations that resulted in awards.

According to personnel at NARA, there was no Awards File maintained for the 23rd
Infantry Division, hence no record of the recommendation alluded to by Colonel Silver. There is
more support, beyond the common dates, for the contention that a recommendation was made.
A Letter of Commendation was provided to all 23rd Infantry Division participants in LAM SON
719 by the Commanding General, indicating that some notice of the 14th Aviation Baitalion’s
conduct was received, and the other aviation battalion ordered north for the operation, the 223rd
Aviation Battalion, received a VUA, also for the period 8 February - 24 March 1971.

While the 14th Aviation Battalion, specifically the 71st and 176th AHCs, had some
experience flying in Laos in support of MACV/SOG CCN, they were thrust into an entirely
different front, which was fiercely defended by a numerically superior and well entrenched
enemy. The battalion suffered its first loss on 8 FEB 71 when WO1 Robert Gentry of the 174th
AHC was killed as his aircraft was departing Landing Zone (LZ) Hotel in Laos. Supporting both



LAM SON 719 in Laos, and DEWEY CANYON II in South Vietnam, the battalion quickly
adapted to the new environment, and altered their tactics to survive in an area that was
determined, by the 101st Aviation Group’s after action report comparison of combat damage
statistics, to be thirteen times more dangerous than flying in the rest of South Vietnam.

After the aircraft losses sustained by the 71st and 174th during the assault into LZ Lolo,
the battalion responded with assets from the 116th and 176th AHCs to support the major assaults
and, again later, to extract the beleaguered South Vietnamese troops. While not listed in the
101st Aviation Task Group, the 176th, call-sign “Minuteman,” moved forward in a combined
flight with the 116th “Hornets and Stingers,” and suffered the loss of an entire crew on 22 March
1971. “F” Troop, 8th Cavalry was normally assigned to 16th Group’s 123rd Aviation Battalion,
but they were attached to the 14th Battalion for the duration of the 14th’s forward deployment,
supporting DEWEY CANYON II, and losing an AH-1G Cobra and crew on 7 March 1971.

During the cited period, the 14th Aviation Battalion was OPCON to the 101st Aviation
Group, 101st Airborne Division. The 158th Aviation Battalion, with operational control of 14th
Aviation Battalion units during most major assaults, received a Presidential Unit Citation (PUC)
for the period 8 February - 24 March 1971. Because of that OPCON status, the units controlled
by the 158th Aviation Battalion do not share in the PUC awarded to the 158th, even thought they
fought along side and, in some cases, led the 158th in battle.

It is clear from the recommendation drafted at Colonel Silver’s request that the actions of
the 14th Aviation Battalion warrant appropriate recognition in the form of a VUA. It should be
noted that the 101st Aviation Battalion received a VUA for the period 3 - 20 March 1971. On 3
March, the 71st AHC, augmented by Headquarters Company, 14th Aviation Battalion pilots, led
the assault into LZ Lolo, losing two of five ships shot down, and the rest of the flight damaged.
Although three battalions provided aircrews for the initial assault, recognized as the most heavily
resisted insertion in Operation LAM SON 719, the 14th Aviation Battalion provided half of the
assault aircraft, In addition to the assault being led by the 71st, the 174th AHC also provided ten
lift ships and UH-1C gunship support.

The remaining aircraft in the initial assault were from “A” Company, 101st Aviation
Battalion, and “B” Company, 158th Aviation Battalion. After the losses incurred in the initial
assault, lift ships from a fourth battalion were employed. When the losses for the 174th Aviation
Company are considered for the assault on LZ Lolo, 14th Aviation Battalion losses, at 17 aircraft
damaged or destroyed, amount to 40% of the aircraft damaged that day among the four battalions
participating, and 50% of the aircrew casualties sustained in that assault.

On 5 March 1971, among the four battalions participating, the 14th Aviation Battalion
suffered almost 50% of the casualties and 33% of the aircraft damage. “Witch Doctor,” the
174th’s maintenance crew, was shot down, evading capture until they were rescued on 7 March.



On 6 March 1971, units of the 14th Aviation Battalion were among those companies
participating in the assault into LZ Hope, the largest and longest reaching helicopter assault in
the history of the Vietnam conflict. Although heavy bombing prior to the assault prevented the
kind of loss experienced on 3 and 5 March, the 14th Aviation Battalion had three more aircraft
damaged by enemy fire.

During the period 18 -21 March 1971, 14th Aviation Battalion and, in particular, the 71st
AHC were instrumental in the resupply of beleaguered VNMC fire bases. Noted historian
Shelby L. Stanton, in his book, "The Rise and Fall of an American Army,” cites the “heroics of
the Army helicopters of the 14th Aviation Battalion” in keeping the Vietnamese Marines in
ammunition. By keeping the VNMC in ammunition and evacuating their wounded, the 14th
Aviation Battalion prevented the complete annihilation of those surrounded units engaged by a
numerically superior force of NVA, and allowed them to fight their way through enemy lines for
extraction from Laos.

On 20 March 1971, among the four aviation battalions employed during the extraction of
LZ Brown, the 14th Aviation Battalion was second in aircraft losses behind the 223rd Aviation
Battalion, and suffered 50% of the casualties. Together, the 3rd and 20th of March accounted
for 29% of UH-1H “Huey” helicopter damage sustained during the two and one half months of
the LAM SON 719 operation.

On 24 March 1971, the 71st AHC was called upon to conduct emergency insertions and
extractions to rescue downed aircrews from several Air Cavalry ships that were shot down in the
tri-border area below the DMZ and east of the Laotian border. While Major Tommie Stiner,
Brigade Aviation Officer, 1/5 Mechanized Infantry, recommended impact awards of the
Distinguished Flying Cross to the aircrews involved, many of the awards were lost. The
incident, however, serves as further evidence of the heroism demonstrated by the 14th Aviation
Battalion in the fiercest test of Army Aviation in the history of the Vietnam conflict.

The attached documentation substantiates the facts in this matter, and makes clear the
timely original effort and inadvertent failure to render appropriate recognition to the 14th
Aviation Battalion and its assigned and attached units. Each attachment is described by its
source and significance as follows:

1. Recommendation - Copy of original VUA recommendation dated 6 May 1971 obtained from the
NARA, bearing NARA reproduction stamp, transcribed below due to illegibility of NARA original,
Notarized statement of COL Benjamin L. Silver and signed verbatim transcript of the original
VUA recommendation dated 6 May 1971 attesting to the timely effort to recognize the umits
involved, and the inadvertence of the failed effort; CORRECTED COPY FOR BOARD ACTION
making clear the command relationships of recommended units, amending citation periods to reflect
actual dates of participation by cited units, and correcting prior U.S. Unit Awards to the recommended
units, per DA Pam 672-3. Any changes from the original are supported by the following documents.



Daily Staff Journal or Duly Officer’s Log (DA 1954), $-2, 101st Avn Gp, 101st Abn Div, dated 3
Mar 71 and attachments, obtained from NARA. These documents indicate the degree of enemy
resistance to the assault into Landing Zone Lolo, which was led by the 71st AHC and supported by the
174th AHC. All of the ten UH-1H helicopters flown by the 71st were struck by enemy fire. Two
were destroyed in Laos, and three of the remaining eight that made it back to Khe Sanh were so badly
damaged that they had to be recovered by CH-47 sling operations.

Photographs and Maps depicting Area of Operation - Rescue of a UH-1C aircrew from the 174th
AHC on 21 FEB 71 in the vicinity of coordinates XD575286, Landing Zone Lolo, XD431372, Laos,
depicting five of the aircraft shot down on 3 Mar 71 (two from the 71st AHC), three burned, one
intact and one crashed on the far side of the 1.Z, NVA Soldier (North Vietnamese Army Photograph)
approaching two 174th AHC UH-1C helicopters shot down in the vicinity of LZ Lolo on 3 MAR 71.
Extract from 101st Airborne Division Final Report-Airmobile Operations in Support of Operation
LAM SON 719, depicting organization of participating units, concept of operations, and the degree of
combat exposure of participating elements, particularly on 3 and 20 March 1971. This report also
documents the waiver of maximum flight hours for aviators in order to meet the demands of this
operation, considered a tactical emergency and the Enemy Force casualty figures for the operation.
Extracts from “Rise and Fall of an American Army” by Shelby Stanton, and “Indochina
Monographs - Lam Son 719” by Major General Nguyen Duy Hinh, obtained from the U.S. Army
Center of Military History, which highlights VNMC operations, contains maps illustrating Landing
Zones and enemy locations, and documents the desperate events of 3 - 21 MAR 71, including the loss
of the UH-1H flown by Rattler 11 and crew, of 71st AHC, on 21 MAR 71, supporting Shelby
Stanton’s considered opinion of heroism by aviators of the 14th Aviation Battalion.

Extracts from Vietnam Helicopter Pilot‘s Association (VHPA) database and 101st Aviation Group
Aircraft Loss Summary, obtained from NARA, were established from the daily supplements attached
to 101st Aviation Group S-2 DA 1954 logs, document casualties and combat damage occurring on 8;
21 FEB and 3, 5, 18; 20 MAR 71 While not an official source, the VHPA database maintains a
comprehensive list of helicopter aircrew casualties derived from official sources.

Daily Staff Journal or Duty Officer’s Log (DA 1954) S-3, Tactical Operations Center, 14th CAB,
obtained from NARA. These documents reflect the control exercised over the various participating
assigned and attached units and the support to the VNMC alluded to in the Indochina Monograph,
“Lam Son 719,* and Shelby Stanton’s “Rise & Fall of an American Army.“ The 71st AHC Rattlers
and Firebirds operated under the tactical call-sign “Benign Fires” or “Fires,” and the 174th Dolphins
and Sharks used call-sign “Boats” during LAM SON 719.

Notarized copy of original statement by Major Tommy C. Stiner, Brigade Aviation Officer, 1/5
Mechanized Infantry, recommending impact awards of the Distinguished Flying Cross for members of
the 71st Aviation Company for action on 24 Mar 71. While the unit rescued was initially reported as
“C Troop, 2d of the 17th Cav” when the statement was written in March of 1971, they were later
identified as “D” Troop, 3/5 Cavalry. Rattler 11, referred to in this document, is the same aircraft
commander described as shot down on 21 MAR 71, having been shot down in flames both dates.

Douglas M.F. Womack
CW4, USAR, Retired



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 16™ Aviation Group (Combat)
APO San Francisco 96374

AVDF-ABCO 27 June 2005

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Valorous Unit Award

THRU: Commanding General
23d Infantry Division
APO 96374

Commanding General
XX1V Corps
APO 96349

TO: Commanding General
U.S. Army Vietnam
APO 96375

1. Under the provisions of USARV Regulation 672-3, I strongly recommend that the 14th
Aviation Battalion be awarded the Valorous Unit Award, for their outstanding actions during Lam
Son 719 in the Kingdom of Laos during the period 8 February 1971 to 7 April 1971, inclusive.

2. The officers and men of the 14th Aviation Battalion (Combat), and their assigned and attached
units, heroically distinguished themselves, in military operations in the Kingdom of Laos, against a
fierce and highly trained enemy. Despite intense rockets, mortars, and small arms fire throughout
the entire period of operation, the officers and men of the 14th Battalion continually, and without
regard for their own safety, conducted numerous combat assaults and extractions against an enemy
who was determined to stop them. By their display of unswerving courage and fortitude, the
officers and men of the 14th Battalion successfully extracted the friendly ground forces, at the
conclusion of the operation, and contributed immeasurably to the success of the operation.

//ORIGINAL SIGNED//
4 Incl BENJAMIN S. SILVER
1. Narrative Description Colonel, Infantry
2. Summary of Strength Commanding

and Casualties
3. Listing of Units
4. Proposed Citation



NARRATIVE

The 14th CAB and its assigned and attached units distinguished themselves by extraordinary
heroism while engaged in military operations in the Kingdom of Laos during the period § February
1971 to 7 April 1971. The officers and men displayed unwavering courage and professional
competence in the face of a vastly superior enemy force while attempting to insert or extract
friendly forces. The complete area was saturated with an estimated 36,000 man enemy force
consisting mainly of anti aircraft and armor units, which reacted to the heliborne assaults with
deadly accurate and intensely fierce anti aircraft fire. Once in the LZ, the vulnerable helicopters
were subjected to a devastating density of rocket and mortar fire. As the operation progressed and
the end was in sight some 25,000 friendly troops were positioning themselves for extraction. The
heavy mortar, rocket, automatic weapons fire, and numerous large-scale ground attacks,
spearheaded by tanks clearly made the area untenable. Although enemy gunners were well secured
on strategic ground positions in command of the area, aerial extraction was necessary and the
members of the 14th CAB once again responded to the emergency situation. While an unmerciful
rain of hostile rocket, mortar, and automatic weapons fire poured into the paths of oncoming
helicopters, unit personnel were undaunted by the fire and expertly maneuvered their ships into the
pickup zones to extract the friendly forces. As air strikes pounded enemy positions and gunships
aggressively supported the lift helicopters the men of the command effectively completed numerous
vital resupplies of ammunition and continued to extract the hard-pressed troops. Despite severe
damage to numerous aircraft, the determined aviators repeatedly entered the dangerous battlefield,
ultimately extracted the entire friendly force and contributed immeasurably to their safety. The
extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty displayed by the members of the 14th CAB amidst the
most ferocious and accurate fire thus far in the Vietnam war has proved that Army Aviation as it is
today can withstand the enemy’s best and emerge victorious. The actions of the officers and men of
the 14th CAB during this operation are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service
and reflect great credit upon themselves, and the Armed Forces of the United States.

INCL #1



SUMMARY OF STRENGTH AND CASUALTIES

FRIENDLY FORCES

Totals Assigned KIA WIA MIA
Headquarters and 0 0 0
Headquarters Company

14th (CAB)

(134)

F Troop, 2 2 4
8th Cavalry
(224)

71st Aviation 0 9 0
Company (AH)
(231)

116th Aviation 0 0 0
Company (AH)
(198)

174th Aviation 5 23 0
Company (AH)
(227)

176th Aviation 4 0 4
Company (AH)
(212)

756th Medical 0 0 0
Detachment

(8)

ENEMY FORCES

Probable Casualties

Estimated Strength
36,000

INCL #2

Body Count

13,914 12,000

CAP
69



